[image: image1.emf]  Newaygo United Methodist Church News

We are a caring and supportive community where all are welcome.  We are God’s Dreamseekers who seek to make disciples in ways that show love, respect and service to our community.
A Difficult Winter
Well, are we tired of this winter yet?  Do you realize that since Joe and I have come back from vacation at the end of November, it has not stopped snowing.  There have only been a few days when we did not see the white stuff attacking everything in sight.  I used to marvel at the beauty of snow falling, but lately my attitude has changed significantly.  Instead of saying, “What a beautiful occasion!”  I more than likely will say something far less positive, “Oh no, not again!”    And if I were a swearing person I might have added a few extra words to my statement.  The truth is I feel that snow has its place but not in my front yard and sidewalk.  I find it discouraging that this winter has been chosen to be the worst since we moved to Michigan.  Joe and his doctor found the worst time of the year to have his hip replacement.  Not only was getting him in to the house a challenge, but in home care and therapy has been delayed partly due to the weather.  And it will be difficult to get Joe out of the house to his follow –up doctor appointment. There are moments I would like to scream, moments I would like to use expletives I am not accustomed to using, and moments I am worried and scared and uncertain about what we are doing.  

But something else has happened.  Underlying all the worry and concern and uncertainty about Joe is a strong sense of peace I can only attribute to faith.  When all is said and done, I believe that everything will work out, that God is there with us seeing us through, encouraging us to move forward and that healing will take place.  That is part of what faith is all about, knowing that God is with us, believing that we must rely on His providence, and that God has shown us that he is with us in Jesus our Christ.  When I sense that underlying peace that only God can give, suddenly the snow does not matter, worrying about the future does not matter, but praying and listening to the voice of assurance does matter.  And so we plug on, knowing that someday Joe will be well enough to walk with certainty and without pain, knowing that we are cared for in a greater sense than just having nurses and physical therapists come to the house.  And one more thing.  Joe has always stated that God put him on earth to teach me patience!  Well I am learning!   

Pastor Kathy
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For those who sew:  complete kits for making Little Dresses for Haiti are available in the fellowship area.  Please pick them up and sew, then return completed dresses to the church and we will be sure they are delivered so they can be shipped to Haiti.
Men’s Club Report

Ron Pardonnet has finally reached his objective in the book binding business.  He furnishes a book entitled Grace Before Meals at our breakfast meetings.  It has been used so extensively that it was falling apart.  He took it into his workshop and put it back together in chronological order, so it should be good for a long time.  Nice job Ron!
Ken Cain gave us a glowing report on their trip to the Rose Bowl.  We wish Joe Groff a speedy recovery from his surgery.  We miss you Joe.  Hurry Back!

My bargain-happy brother took his eight year old son Corey to the pizzeria to pick up their order.  Corey wanted to get the pizza himself, so my brother handed him a $20 bill and $2 coupon and waited in the car.  A few minutes later Corey appeared with the pizza, change and the coupon.  “Wouldn’t they take the coupon?” my brother asked.  “Oh sure, but we didn’t need it.” Said Corey.  “We had enough money”.

Don Pederson
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UMW Meeting Dates

All women are welcome at any of the following meetings.  Join us when you are able.

Longcore Circle –We will not meet in February.  Please watch future newsletters and bulletins for more information regarding the next meeting in March.    
UMW-Ladies Night Out – Tuesday, February 11th  at 6:30pm.  We will have a short business meeting, devotional and great fellowship!  All women are welcome.  
Mary Martha Circle – Tuesday, February 18th at 9:30am.  All women are welcome to join us.  We have a business meeting then a time of devotion and bible study.
Please Remember these persons in your prayers.
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Arlene Beeler

Nancy Ferguson

June Wade

Jean Bumstead

William & Freda Corrigan

Gordon Schuiteman

Susanne Geerdink

George Suchy

Clara Burris

Joe Groff

Hold my Hand in Weakness

Lord God, you are my strength. Hold my hand in my weakness and teach my heart to fly. With you, there's nothing to fear, nothing to worry about. Hold me tight in your embrace, so that I can be stronger than the challenges in my life. Amen.

Food Distribution to Families in Need
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Newaygo County Mobile Food Pantry is scheduled at the following locations to distribute free food to individuals and families in need.  Most food distributions take approximately one hour.  Please do not arrive more than 30 minutes prior to the scheduled delivery time.  Bring your own container to hold 50 lbs of food.  You will check in upon arrival unless otherwise stated.
· Monday, February 03, 5pm, Fremont United Methodist Church, FREMONT

· Wednesday, February 05, 5pm, Grant Christian Reformed Church, GRANT

· Friday, February 07, 10am, St. Joseph Catholic Church, WHITE CLOUD - Sponsored by Local Area Churches and Great Lakes Energy Peoples Fund

· Saturday, February 08, 9:30am, First Christian Reformed Church, FREMONT

· Wednesday, February 12, 5pm, Hesperia Community Education, HESPERIA - Sponsored by Local Area Churches

· Thursday, Feb. 13, 3pm, Amazing Grace Acres Church, BROHMAN/BITELY

· Tuesday, February 18, 4:30p, Northland Church of Christ, GRANT/NEWAYGO

· Wednesday, February 19, 10am, First Baptist Church of WOODLAND PARK

· Wednesday, February 19, 5:30p, Church of the Living Christ, FREMONT - To Pre-Register call 231-924-4670
· Saturday, February 22, 1pm, Grant Assembly of God, GRANT

· Tuesday, February 25, 5pm, River Valley Community Church, NEWAYGO

· Wednesday, February 26, 10am, True North Community Services, FREMONT

· Wednesday, February 26, 5pm, Hesperia Community Education, HESPERIA - Sponsored by Lighthouse Community Church
A complete list of food trucks is posted on the bulletin board at the church.  Call the church office if you have any questions at 652-6581.  You can also find a food list each week in the Hi-Lites Shoppers Guide
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Christian Education News
Sunday School for All Ages every Sunday @ 11:00am
All are welcome!
Sunday School Sleep Over @ Church
We will again be having a sleep over at the church for the Children’s Sunday School.  This is a fun time of fellowship for the children.  We hear stories, watch movies and play games.  Oh yes, and we eat food (lots of it), so keep your eyes open for more information in future bulletins and newsletters regarding ways you can help make this sleepover a success.
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(Adults we have a great time staying up all night playing challenging games against each other on Pastor Kathy & Deb’s tablets if you would like to join us.) 

Let Anne Henning know if you are able to help in any way. 

2014 Mission Giving

Human Relations

$90.00





_______





$90.00
God Loves a Cheerful Giver Thank you!
May God Bless You

Upcoming Mission Concerns

Feb. 23rd  - One Great Hour of Sharing-envelopes will be provided in a Sunday bulletin, which you may place in the noisy offering tray.

Ongoing missions: Dresses for Haiti and LOVE collection.  Please see additional information below.

One Great Hour of Sharing 
This offering supports UMCOR’s operating expenses.  Each year we take an offering to cover the cost of running UMCOR.  Then when disasters strike all the money that is donated goes directly to the relief area and the people who so desperately need help.
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A gift opens the way for the giver and ushers him, into the presence of the great.
 LOVE FOOD Pantry
For the time being, it has been requested that we only take one noisy offering each month.  Because we have so many worthy and needy organizations locally, we will not be able to collect for LOVE INC as we have in the past.  In an effort to continue support for LOVE, there will be a box in the Fellowship area each Sunday where you may place food/toiletry items or cash in the provided container.  The contents will be taken to LOVE at the end of each month.  If you have another idea of how to raise money for Love or any other organization, please share it with any of these people: Jan Fisher, Ruth Merritt, Carline Knoll, or Diane Weaver. 
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Dresses for Haiti
This year the women are making simple dresses for girls in Haiti.  The material and patterns are on a table by the mission board in the fellowship area.  If you would like to help in this effort, please feel free to take some kits and make the dresses.  Then return them to the table for shipping.  Thank you.
  “Give and it will be given to you.  …  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  Luke 6:38
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Treasurer’s Report

Thank you for being such a giving and generous church.  Each month we are able to meet the needs of the church and we were able to pay 100% of our Ministry Shares for 2013.  We are on track to pay 100% in 2014 also.  THANKS BE TO GOD!

Contributions through December 31, 2013 -
$  6,233.00
Expenses through December 31, 2013 -  
$11,711.00  




Total Overage
       $ (3,790.00)
NOTE:  Expenses are a bit higher this month because the church insurance was due and instead of paying in payments we paid the bill in full in January (this saves us a few dollars).    The weather has also played a part in contributions.  If you have any questions or would like to see a more detailed treasurer’s report please call Deb Prins at 231-652-6581 or see the copy of the reports posted on bulletin board in the church office.
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4th Saturday Pancake Breakfast
Saturday, February 22, 2014

Serving 8am-11am

 

All you can eat pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs, biscuits & gravy, drink and fruit.  Free will offering.

If you can help cook or serve, please see Jean Reynhout.

Invite your friends and neighbors!
40 Days of Lent
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 We will be creating our own devotional for the 40 days of Lent.  Anyone interested in providing a devotional reading is welcome to contribute a short story, poem, favorite short reading, saying etc.  If you have a short reading you would like to share, please send or give a copy to Joe Groff or Deb Prins or email to joecgroff@gmail.com or debprins@sbcglobal.net .  

 

If you have any questions please contact Joe Groff at 989-339-7889 or Deb Prins at 231-652-6581.

 

We will need to have your submissions by February 24th to give time to put the book together.  (If you can get them to us earlier that would be wonderful).  

Thank you in advance for your help.
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February 2  
Liturgist:   Susanne Geerdink
Acolyte:   Gabriella Brooks
Inside Ushers:  Ron & Kay Pardonnet
Outside Ushers:  Janet Fisher & Karen Winchel
Projector:  Deb Prins
Sound: Mark VanDyke
February 9
 Liturgist:   Ron Pardonnet
Acolyte:  Morgan Pope
Inside Ushers:  Vern & Carolyn Boose
Outside Ushers: Jen Larsen & Liz Moore
Projector: Taylor Prins
Sound: Deb Prins
February 16  
Liturgist: Nancy Clark
Acolyte:  Elizabeth Brooks
Inside Ushers: Harriet Kiper & Ruth Merritt
Outside Ushers:  Ann Henning & Ardis Tanis
Projector:  Jen Larsen
Sound: Mark VanDyke
February 23 
Liturgist:  Carline Knoll
Acolyte:  Saria Brooks
Inside Ushers: Joan Faulkner & Dolores Cook
Outside Ushers: Dianna Weaver & Millie Stine
Projector: Taylor Prins
Sound:  Deb Prins

Newaygo United Methodist Church Activities
February 2014
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	 
	
	
	1
Pancake Breakfast (rescheduled from January)

	2
9:30am – Worship
11am – Sunday School for All Ages 

	3  
9am -12pm Pastor Kathy’s Office Hours

1:00pm – Wired Word Bible Study
	4 

	5  
8:30am – Men’s Group @ City Limits

9am -12pm Pastor Kathy’s Office Hours

7pm - Choir


	6  
Pastor Kathy’s  Day Off

	7

	8


	9
9:30am – Worship
11am – Sunday School for All Ages

	10
9am -12pm Pastor Kathy’s Office Hours

1:00pm – Wired Word Bible Study

	11 
6:30pm – Ladies Night Out, UMW Meeting

	12
8:30am – Men’s Group @ City Limits

9am -12pm Pastor Kathy’s Office Hours

7pm - Choir


	13 
Pastor Kathy’s  Day Off

	14

	15


	16  
9:30am – Worship

11am – Sunday School for All Ages

	17
9am -12pm Pastor Kathy’s Office Hours

1:00pm – Wired Word Bible Study


	18
9:30am – Mary Martha Circle 
6:30pm – Finance

7:00pm – Church Council


	19
8:30am – Men’s Group @ City Limits

9am -12pm Pastor Kathy’s Office Hours

7pm - Choir


	20
Pastor Kathy’s  Day Off

	21

	22
8am-11am – 4th Saturday Pancake Breakfast Returns

	23
9:30am – Worship

11am – Sunday School for All Ages

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING NOISY OFFERING
	24
9am -12pm Pastor Kathy’s Office Hours

1:00pm – Wired Word Bible Study

Stories for Lent Devotion Deadline
	25

	26
8:30am – Men’s Group @ City Limits

9am -12pm Pastor Kathy’s Office Hours

7pm - Choir


	27
Pastor Kathy’s  Day Off

	28
	


If you have any activities you would like added to the calendar or to announcements in the bulletin for your group, please contact Deb Prins at 652-6581 (church) or email to debprins@sbcglobal.net and we will print your activity in the announcements .

February Birthdays


2/2	Sarah Bainbridge


2/5	Calvin Deitz


2/12	Donald Simington


2/14	Edna Schilling


2/18	Stanley Fisher


2/20	Patti Venneman


2/21	Ron Hood


2/28	Julie Berwald


2/29	Jared Wright





Happy Birthday to you!





February Anniversaries


2/8	Steve & Elizabeth Moore


2/13	Dick & Sally Mouthaan





Happy Anniversary











Church Staff


Pastor:  Kathy Groff


Pastor Kathy is in the church office on Monday and Wednesday Mornings and other times by appointment.


Phone:  231-652-6581


Email:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:kthlngrff@gmail.com"�kthlngrff@gmail.com�





Administrative:  Deb Prins


Deb is in the office Monday –Thursday from 9am to 2:15pm


Phone:  231-652-6581


Email:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:debprins@sbcglobal.net"�debprins@sbcglobal.net�





Kids Hope Co-Directors:  LeeAnn Hesse


Phone:  231-652-7435


Email:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:l.hesse@sbcglobal.net"�l.hesse@sbcglobal.net�


Shelbi Hesse


Phone:  231-225-2974


Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:shelbijean78@yahoo.com" �shelbijean78@yahoo.com� 





Organist:  Lois VanDyke


Phone:  231-924-2329


Email:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:loisvandyke@hotmail.com"�loisvandyke@hotmail.com�





Choir Director:  Cathy Badge


Phone:  231-652-1478


Email:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:bbadge@riverview.net"�bbadge@riverview.net�





Custodian:  Karen Winchel


Phone:  231-689-0677


Email:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:sahoka_farms@yahoo.com"�sahoka_farms@yahoo.com�





Please feel free to contact any of the church staff if you have any questions or concerns.  





Thank you, thank you and thank you!


For helping me up the stairs, snow shoveling, plowing, cards, food, goodies and the gadgets that help me move around but especially for the prayers and thoughts during my surgery and recovery.  Many of you have gone thru a joint replacement and know how difficult it is to do just the normal everyday things without some help.  We appreciate the church family and community more than words can say.  Please keep Pastor Kathy in your prayers also, because I am really testing her patience!!  Again thank you and God bless!


Joe


�





If you would like to help during worship as usher, acolyte, liturgist, sound or projector, please call Deb Prins at 652-6581 or leave a note on the desk in the office.  If you are scheduled and can’t be there, please call someone else to replace you.  Thanks.


			Deb


�       �





Mary Martha Circle Rummage & Plant Sale


 


May 23rd & 24th


9am-4pm


 


 


Mark your calendars today!!!!  


Start cleaning out your closets and bring your donations for the rummage sale in by Wednesday, May 22nd.  Please bring your plants and garden items in by Thursday, May 23.  You may leave your donations on the table in the basement marked “Rummage Sale Donations”.  Thank you in advance for your support.


 


If you have any questions or would like more information please contact Carline Knoll at 231-652-1147





Newaygo United Methodist Church Newsletter





Deadline for articles is 4:00PM on the 20th day of each month in the church office.





The Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.
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February 2014 Newsletter


Join us for worship on Sunday morning at 9:30 am with fellowship following.


Sunday School for all ages at 11:00am each Sunday
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